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Abstract Body

More than a simple addition of mental health and substance use disorders, concurrent disorders (CDs) have a 

multifaceted impact on the health, socio-economic situation and access to care of people living with such 

conditions. Adding to this burden is the fact that the health care system has long been suboptimal in its ability to 

provide adapted and evidence-based care for CDs, most often providing interventions for mental health and 

substance use disorders in silo. In many jurisdictions, a number of initiatives have been initiated to promote 

integrated care for CDs. This symposium aims to present and discuss the development of an expertise and 

collaboration center in Quebec, aiming at supporting a better response to the needs of people living with CDs. 

Presentations will provide an overview of the challenges in providing optimal care for CDs, as well as the 

process leading to developing an expertise and collaboration center. Key support modalities at the clinician and 

organization levels will be presented as well as some indicators of their impact. Finally, unmet needs and future 

development will be discussed.
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Learning Objective # 1
Recognize the key challenges in implementing integrated care for concurrent disorders

Learning Objective # 2
Examine examples of initiatives to support integrated care for people with concurrent disorders
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