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Abstract Body

Managing opioid use disorder in remote northern communities has proved challenging due to a number of 

systemic barriers, including, but not limited to, lack of consistent providers, lack of necessary support services 

such as dispensing pharmacies, and concerns about stigma. Currently, OAT programs are lacking in most 

Northern Manitoba First Nations communities. The pandemic created the urgency required to begin to deliver 

OAT in one such community, Red Sucker Lake First Nation, where the need was pressing. The consistent drug of 

choice has been fentanyl, which, with its long half-life, has made induction to sublingual buprenorphine 

challenging due to fears of causing precipitated withdrawal. The authors report on the development of a modified 

micro-induction technique which has resulted in over 160 successful inductions over 24-48 hours in patients 

presenting in no apparent withdrawal due to recent fentanyl use, with no incidents of precipitated withdrawal 

reported. The authors report on outcomes of the program overall, which demonstrates a safe, culturally 

appropriate, effective and cost-efficient way to provide OAT in remote, resource poor areas.
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Attendees will learn an approach to buprenorphine induction in the setting of long-acting opiate use that allows

rapid induction, and is safe and effective

Learning Objective # 2
Attendees will learn the key components of starting an OAT program in a remote First Nation community,

addressing the unique barriers posed by systemic barriers
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