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Abstract Body

Background: This study compares ED and hospital re-vists for patients receiving hospital-based substance-use 

support levels at Health Sciences North in Sudbury, Ontario, Canada. Among patients who were discharged from 

the emergency department or hospitalization at Health Sciences North for substance use disorder, who received 

the intervention of hospital-based substance use supports compared to patients who were discharged with the 

standard of care, what is the likelihood, timing, and factors associated with 30-day readmission to ED or hospital 

and all readmission or hospitalization.

Methods: The study is a retrospective observational study using administrative data from all patients presenting 

with substance use disorder (SUD) visits at Health Sciences North from January 1, 2018, and August 31, 2022. 

There were two interventions under study: addiction medicine consult services (AMCS group), and specialized 

addiction medicine unit (AMU group). The primary outcome was ED or hospital revisit within 30 days of the 

index visit, the secondary outcome was all observed ED or hospital revisits.

Results: 5,345 patients with 10,871 ED index visits for ED or hospital admissions between 2018 and 2022. 30-

day revisits were less likely among the Admit/no service group (OR = 0.56, 95% CI 0.48-0.66) and the AMCS 

group (OR = 0.76, 95%CI 0.60-0.96).

Conclusion and impact: Statistically significant differences in of ED and hospital revisits for patients receiving 

hospital-based substance-use support at Health Sciences North. Hospital-based substance-use supports could be 

applied to other hospitals to reduce re-admission to ED and hospital inpatient units.
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1. After this presentation, conference attendees will be able to describe the impact of addiction-focused services

on emergency department revisits.

Learning Objective # 2
2. After this presentation, conference attendees will be able to use this information to justify decisions around

implementing addiction-focused supports in their own organization.
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